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THE PRIME MINISTER
To the bereaved families,

On the Universal Day of Remembrance for the Dead of the Campaigns

of Israel, we all come together; parents, wives, sons and daughters,
sisters and brothers, and all the House of Ierael, uniting with the

- undying memory of our heroea. Thanks to their dedication and

. supreme bravery of the fearless fighters, we went from slavery to
freedom, we maintained our independence, we repelled cur enemiles,

we freed our land, we redeemed in its entirety Jerusalem, the eternal

capital of Israel.

In all the campaigns of the nation, a few of our fighters stood
against many, and only thanks to their rescurcefulness and their
sacrifice, did they overcome. Thus was redeemed the honer of Israel
which was trampled in our generation. Our national rebirth in a libe-
rated homeland cost the people of Israel many sacrifices. We know
that every family which 163t a loved one carries the pain every day
and that there is no consolation and no balm for this pain. But when
we remember the depths of the abyss into which our people was cast
and the rise out of it to the summit of independence in the land of
our fathers, our hearts are filled not only with sorrow for the young
lives that were snuffed out, but also with love and pride for sons
1ike these who rose for the nation, at the time of terrible danger,

and assured its future.

The families who sacrificed a loved one set an example, by their
steadfastness, to the entire nation, Therefore, we also bow our heads
before your spiritual courage, worthy of the holiness of the

martyr. The people of Israel in its entirety thanks you for the

courage and it draws from this steadfastness.

i
3
L
L
L
E
L
§
4
E
§
%
g
i
<
L
i
E
<
¢
i
£
B
2
B
8
B
B
B
B
B
b
b
)
p
b
&
B
b
b
5
¥
b
b
I
b
h
b
k
i
k
-
k
k
E
.
r
ks




The memory of the holy sons will live in the heart of the nation
fvom generation to generation and the example of their lives
and their deeds will light its path for all time.

Regpectfully,

Menachem Begin
Premier and Defense Minister
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